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Germany under control 


THE OBVERSE 
OF “VICTORY” 
IN LONDON 


Y an irony that is scarcely 


accidental, London’s junket- 
ing crowds can get a glimpse of 
the obverse of “victory” in the 
Germany Under Control exhibi- 
tion—on an Oxford Street bomb- 
site. 


The exhibition sets out to 
show the disintegration of the 
Nazi State at the moment of 
collapse, and the workmanlike 
job which the four occupying Powers, 
linked through the Quadripartite 
Commission, are making of its re- 
habilitation—with especial emphasis 
on the work which is being done in 
the British Zone. 


The graphic pictorial evidence of 
collapse is familiar—and_ heartrend- 
ing. But the other side of the 
picture is, in one important sense, 
deceptive, for it reflects nothing of 
the substantial criticisms which have 
been made in well-informed circles of 
the morale and attitude of the 
occupying troops. Neither, of course, 
is there any indication of the extent 
to which the Potsdam agreement and 
the rigid application of the Zones has 
hamstrung even the best intentions 
where these have existed. 


Brought home 


With these limitations the exhibi- 
tion does its job well. It brings home 


to the comfortable Londoner what 
horrors devastation leaves | when 
really carried to the point of 


“ obliteration.” 

It shows comparative rations for 
the average consumer in Britain and 
in the British Zone of Germany—the 
abstract 1,050 calories a day trans- 
lated into tiny loaves, a handful of 
potatoes and a scrape of fat. And it 
was significant that the first-comers 
to the exhibition who had approached 
it in a mood of “ They’ll cheat us yet, 
these bloody Germans,’ were sobered 
as they paused—for a long time— 
over that grim exhibit. 


There was no support for a mood 
of self-pity in comparing those two 
plates, 


The experiments in making food 
from human hair are not recorded at 
Oxford Street, but there is a picture 
of laboratory work on making horse 
chestnuts edible, which caused some 
chastened comment. 


The work in the British Zone is, in 
general, impressive enough. Less 
than half a million of the 2;500,000 
DPs had not been repatriated by mid- 
February, and credit is given to the 
voluntary societies under UNRRA 
who have dealt with them. “Operation 
Storch” in which 25,000 Berlin kiddies 
were moved into the country for the 
worst of the winter is also shown 
pictorially, 


But the exhibition makes few con- 
cessions to idealism. The motive of 
rescue work is resolutely presented 
as self-interest. ] 


“Through CCG (Control Commission Ger- 
many) the Germans are kept healthy to 
safeguard Europe.” 

That is the typical caption. 
works must be apologized for. 


Even though “Germany Under 
Control” may encourage excessive 
optimism, as measured against recent 
reports of a deteriorating situation, 
it will do no harm to the victors to 
have brought into their imagination 
something of the plight of the van- 
quished. 

The exhibition 
27. 


Good 


is open all day until July 
It is well worth the sixpenny admission 


charge. 


THE CROSSROADS 


OF HISTORY 


Labour M.P. wants British move 
towards federation 


VENHE CROSS-ROADS OF HISTORY WOULD BE REACHED 


IN A FEW WEEKS. 


IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR BRITAIN 


TO SAVE THE WORLD BY THE EXAMPLE OF MORAL AND 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. IF WE FAILED, ALL WOULD BE 


LOST AND ANOTHER WAR 
OF YEARS. 

This was the grim forecast 
made by Mr. Henry Usborne, 
Labour MP for Acock’s Green, 
to a National Peace Council 
audience in London last Friday. 
If the Foreign Ministers’ talks 
broke down it was our duty to 
declare our willingness to join 
a federation. 

It would not be necessary to 
speculate as to who else would 
join—the important thing was 
that Great Britain should define 
the sort of federation she would 
join. 

Such a federation must be dis- 
armed below V-weapons and atomic 
explosives, whose ownership must be 
transferred to UNO, as laid down in 
the Lilienthal Report. 

Mr. Usborne emphasized that all 
countries —and_ certainly Russia — 
were concerned with world opinion, 
which was in itself an important 
reason for coming in. ‘ 

Paradoxically, the one thing on 
which it was possible to get Big 

Three agreement was UNO control 

of atomic explosives, the one thing 

which seemed impossible six months 

ago. ‘ian é 

This implied a genuine international 
police force, which was certainly re- 
quired. 

After consultation with other 
countries we should put before the 
Assembly—not the Security Council 
-of UNO a Draft Constitution for a 
federation. That might take five 
years, in which time we could get a 
great deal of public opinion—particu- 
larly in the Western Democracies. 


ACTION AGAINST FAMINE 


New Food 
Council 


WOULD BE ONLY A MATTER 


France rebuffs 
her Communists 


(From a Paris correspondent) 


HE results of the June 
election reveal a major shift 
in the balance of French politics. 


The Communists are no longer 
the largest party, their place having 
been taken by the centrist MRP. 
The Socialists are now a bad third. 
Both the MRP and the right-wing 
groups have gained seats at the ex- 
pense of Socialists and Communists. 

This means a substantial swing to 
the Right. But it ‘would be more 
exact to say that the election, like the 
referendum, represents a vote against 
the Communists, and against the 
regime of restrictions with which they 
are associated in the minds of the 
people. 


Shortages in the towns 


The present government came into 
power on the question of bread 
rationing, after the Communists had 
made yiolent criticisms of de Gaulle’s 
handling of this problem. Today 
bread is still rationed, tobacco and 
wine are scarce except at very high 
prices, and in the towns there is a 
shortage of all essential foods, 

The chaos of administration thas 
reached the stute where Parisians are 
rationed with two kilos of potatoes a 
month, while in the country the 
peasants feed the pigs with them. 
The people, faced with endless petty 
restrictions, realize that the govern- 
ment, in which the Communists have 
been the most powerful group, has 
failed completely to keep its promises 
of improving the food situation. 

The propaganda of the Right has 
been based almost completely on the 
recovery of freedom, and in Paris, in 
particular, the PRL made great pro- 
gress under the slogan “ against Red 
fascism.”’ In this Communist strong- 
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meets next Thursday 


WENTY nations have been 

invited to meet in Washing- 
ton on June 20 for the purpose 
of constituting an International 
Food Council to supersede the 
Combined Food Board and begin 
functioning at once without in- 
terrupting current relief 
measures. 


Following an emergency meet- 
ing of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization last week, invita- 
tions are to be sent to Russia 
and Argentine also, in order that 
the new organization may repre- 
sent the world’s major supplying 
and importing nations. 

At the previous meeting of the 
FAO described by the Daily | Tele- 
graph correspondent in Washington 
as “the most businesslike and ex- 
peditious international conference 
since the war,” Sir John Boyd Orr, 
the Director-General, said: “ We have 
initiated and endorsed the principle 
of a long-term world food policy to 
meet all contingencies of world food 
supplies, whether of deficiencies or 
surpluses.” 

After making a survey of food and 
health conditions in the American, 
British and French zobnes of Ger- 
many from May 12 to May 23 the 
Three-Power Nutrition Committee 
has recommended that every effort 
should be made to restore the ration 


to. 1,550 calories as an absolute 
minimuin, 
It is stated that dropsy has re- 


appeared in the urban areas and is 
assuming serious proportions and 
even 1.550 calories per day ‘would not 


suffice over a long period to maintain a 
healthy population.”” 


Present rations in the three zones 
are: British 1,050 calonies a day; 
American 1,270 calories; and French 
880 calories. (News Chronicle). 

The Committee also reports that 
rickets and anaemia are becoming 
more prevalent among children up to 
the age of six while there is evidence 
of arrested growth among those 
from ten to 18 years. The leading 
American member has declared that 
the survey was particularly disturb- 
ing because it showed a decline in 
health so soon after the cut in rations 
in the Spring, indicating that the con- 
ditions at the time were already dan- 
gerous. He added that a further 
deterioration may be expected to de- 
velop rapidly as the reserve strength 
of the German people is depleted. 

Yet, as Michael. Foot wrote in the 
Daily Herald: 

“Mr. Churchill spoke for thirty-five 
minutes on the subject of food without a 
reference to the tragic nature of the famine 
situation in India and Europe,” during the 
recent Commons debate. 

Mr. Foot continued: ‘“ Of course, 
Mr. Churchill’s facts are not correct 
. . . We know the effects of such 
statements. They are blazoned 
abroad by the most reckless section 
of the Press, which has persistently 
striven to conceal the true facts about 
the world situation.” 


The Ides of 
June in Paris 


OW far, if at all, “the 

rulers of the new Russia ” 
will respond to Prof. Laski’s 
appeal “to experiment with 
friendship” we shall see at 
Paris this week-end. The Pravda 
comment on Mr. Bevin’s Commons 


speech holds out little hope of any 
change of front: like the legendary 


Observer’s 
Commentary 


applicant for the leader writer’s job 
its chief qualification is that “it is 
good at invective.” 

But it would be rash to assume that 
no change in the Russian line jis pos- 
sible because none is heralded. One 
thas only to recall the visit of Ribben- 
trop to Moscow in 1939 and the dis- 
avowal of Ehrenburg early last year 
to notice how easily the Russians can 
abandon a line that is no longer pay- 
ing dividends, no matter what Pravda 
said the day before. 

If Russia hag been, as one observer 
puts iit, “ kicking at every door on the 
off-chance that one thas been left 
open,” she may just possibly have 
been convinced that they are really 
locked. It is only in some such con- 
clusion—short of a “change of 
iheart,’’ which would indeed be an un- 
expected injection into the new Marx- 
ism—that the new Paris Conference 
has a dog’s chance of success. One 
more display of Russian intransig- 
eance, and the other three simply must 
set about their own peacemaking 
where their writ runs. Nobody can 
cherge them with precipitate action: 
it is only a few months before Central 
Europe would disintegrate in their 
hands. 


Warning to Moscow 


PPHAT much was made clear in last 

week’s Foreign Affairs debate in 
the Commons. It was also pretty 
clear that Mr. Bevin’s patience—and 
more than that, the patience of al! 
except an irresponsible bunch of 
Russophiles—is at breaking point. 
The area of common ground between 
the serious Members on both sites 
proved once again so impressive (only 
the Russophiles and Churchillians 
are really outside it) that Stalin’s in- 
telligence service must be shockingly 
insensitive if it did not bring the fact 
to his notice before Mr. Molotov set 
out for Paris. So perhaps ‘he will be- 
ware the Ides of June. 

Mr. Bevin’s reasoned recital of the 
proposals which he and the Americans 
had put up only tobe spurned by the 
Russians made dismal but convineing 
reading: Austria, Italy, Trieste, the 
Danubian Basin, North Africa, Ger- 
many—the list tis long enough for re- 
sponse to be found somewhere in it. 
if there were any will to come to an 
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THE DEAD FINISH 


(Pur: papers report that a British 
; Rocket Bomb Mission has landed 
in Australia to establish a rocket 
bomb range and permanent testing 
station. Forecasts are made that the 
new rocket bombs will have a range of 3,000 
miles and will be fitted with war-heads of 
atomic explosive. At the end of the war to 
end Nazism, we seem to have become much 


more efficient and progressive than the Nazis 
ever were in the production of new weapons! 


This atomic rocket testing range, far away 
in the wilds of central Australia, is a wilder- 
ness of salthush and bluebush, the haunt of 
dingoes, dotted with stagnant water-holes. It 
sounds an unattractive sort of place, where 
the atomic blast and fire may not do much 
material harm, though we are very sorry for 
the dingoes. But these experimental scientific 
playthings of an a-moral age are being de- 
liberately designed and tested for use on the 
teeming cities of men—like London, where 
millions cf our own folk, thronging and che2r- 
ing and dancing and flag-waving for victory 
as we write, may be the future target for 
similar atom-rockets even now being tried out 
in other deserts. We did not witness the 
victory show, but the broadcast commentaries 
were full of the worship of armed power. The 
PPU has renounced all preparations for war. 
If you approve, please support our Fund. 


By the way, that blue and saltbush wilder- 
ness country in Australia is called “‘The Dead 


Finish.” 
MAUD ROWNTREE 
CORDER CATCHPOOL 
Joint Treasurers. 
Contributions to HQ Fund since May 31: 
£3 1s. Td. Year's total to date: £216 19s. 10d. 
Donations to the fund shou!d be sent, marked 


“Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endaleigh St., W.C.1. 
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PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


Is it weakness? 


EACELOVING folk could 
once explain away the anti- 
social conduct of the Nazis to 


their own — and _ sometimes, 
when they were eloquent enough, 
to others’ — satisfaction. It was 


simply a matter of cause and effect. 
By the time you had added the 
wickedness of Versailles, inflation, 
the Ruhr occupation with French 
colonial troops of 1922, the world 
economic blizzard of 1929-32 (and 
Germany without a sheltered tariff 
area for her trade), the consequent 
mass-unemployment, and the shabby 
treatment by the Powers of 
Weimar Republic, you could make a 
plausible tase for a nihilist and icono- 
clastic Germany of 1933-9. It was all 
a little toa easy. The equation was 
basically phoney, as the evidence of 
Belsen and of Nuremberg should now 
have convinced us. 

Now we are faced by another Power, 
late in the field as world powers go, 
displaying just that irreconciliability, 
combined with immense dynamic, 
which might, given atomic explosives, 
blow up our world. This time there 
ig no plausible apologia to be made out 
in advance. Not even intervention in 
1918-19, and the ill-will of the capital- 
ist world before 1941 can make any 
sort of equation with the attitude of 
the new Russia to the rest of the 
world. Someday the slate must be 
wiped clean, surely? And is the com- 
mon effort of four years of war to 
count for nothing in removing mis- 
trust? It is all rather terrifying. 

A tempting—and _ superficial—ex- 
planation is that which Prof. Laski is 
the latest to advance: that Russia is 
actuated by the proprietorial attitude 
of USA towards the atomic bomb. 
But even without the Lilienthal Re- 
port, which may well become Ameri- 
can policy, that isnot tenable. As the 
News Chronicle, June 11, points out: 
“The Russian attitude towards the 
West was already taking shape before 
the atom bomb was invented.” 

Perhaps Rwussia’s rulers hold to a 
Marxian belief in the “inevitability ”’ 
of conflict with the non-Marxist 
world—and are taking up vantage 
positions for it. Perhaps she is set, as 
nations normally have been when once 
they have found the necessary power, 
on 2 policy of old-fashioned expansion, 
tinged, in this instance, with some- 
thing of a “pan-Slavic mystique.” 
We do not know. In either case no 
move to meet her “reasonable am- 
bitions ”’ would avail. 


* 


The Observer, June 9, advances a 
different hypothesis. Russian  in- 
transigeance “ may be due to a feel- 
ing of weakness.’ Only the Kremlin 
knows how much Russian economy 
and morale hag suffered by war. 
Moreover, America holds the atomic 
bomb. Hence the aggressive-defen- 
sive attitude. Hence, we may add, 
the refusal to allow Russtan soldiers 
to come to London for the victory 
march. Every Russian abroad is a 
potential discontent, and the Red 
Armies ‘advance to Vienna and Buda- 
pest has given fair warning. 

The Observer’s conclusion is pretty 
bleak: 


“It will be wisdom to bear the hostility and 
even the slanders of Soviet diplomacy with 
patience. If we neither appease nor provoke, 
the gloomy forebodings of to-day may prove 
to he . inaccurate.” 


To that we would add that every 
effort must be made—persistently and 
despite rebuff—to make our intentions 
transparently peaceable, to break 
down the cultural isolation of the 
Russians by offers of scholarships, 
large-scale youth visits and the like, 
and to make this widely known by all 
the publicity available. 


* 


_ The World Congress of Journalists 
in Copenhagen was enlivened by the 
unexpected arrival of two Russian 
delegates, one of them Mr. Zaslavsky 
of Pravda, whom we know by repute. 
Niow it will do him no harm to be 
among his foreign colleagues, but, 
more important, it is encouragingly 
bald of the Soviet Union in its present 
mood to let key political journalists 
loose in the Western world. So per- 
haps the word “inevitability” might 
be banned. 


o 


_ 


An American declares 


we do not do that. 


that smart. We cannot pick the 
bones of starving people—even 
if those people are our opponents 
in war.” 


This enlightened and encouraging 
viewpoint is expressed by a con- 
tributor to the Pioneer Press _pub- 
lished in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA, 
named George E. Sokolsky. Vera 
Brittain, who sends the cutting to PN 
says that his article represents the 
expression of all that is best and most 
progressive in America’s wakening 


Make or Mar 


Peace 


THE National Peace Council is 

to enlarge its work by ex- 
tending its information services 
and undertaking widespread edu- 
cational propaganda and to this 
end is making an appeal for an 
additional £3,000 to its annual in- 
come. The plans are designed to 
cover the ensuing four years as 
the crucial period for the making 
or  manring of the peace. 
“Either peaceful co-operation or 
co-operative suicide. There is no 
third choice.” Many eminent 
men and women “ who cherish the 
cause of constructive peace” are 
included among the 61 signatories 
endorsing the appeal. 


Maybe 


But 
Maybe it is 


consciousness of Europe’s needs.” 
“That leads to the phenomenon of 
Herbert Hoover,” the writer con- 
tinues. “On August 10, he will be 
72 years old. He has just circum- 
navigated the earth in an Army 
transport plane. He becomes the 
beggar, the universal beggar. He 
begs of us a slight forbearance, a 
slight reduction of waste, a slight 
sacrifice of a surfeited appetite. 


Pity—-Charity—Love 


“He will succeed in South America 
. .. in the Argentine. For Hoover 
employs no authority but pity, no 
power but charity, no claim but love. 


“ He comes of a Quaker breed that 
never believed war right; yet always 
went to war to serve its victims. The 
Quaker could not withhold a bread- 
ecard from a woman or child who 
happened to be born in the wrong 
country at the wrong time, nor could 
it ask a babe the nature of its political 
affiliations. The Quaker gives; he does 
not mix politics and charity. He does 
not ask a return. 


Commenting on the article Vera 
Brittain, who gave 15 lectures, five 
shorter addresses and eight radio 
talks in the first three weeks of her 
American tour says: “It is the more 
significant in that it comes from the 
heart of the North-West—the USA 
‘bread-basket’ where the green wheat 
ls now springing up for hundreds upon 
hundreds of miles.” 


Letters to the Editor 


Is your mind clean? 


SHOULD like to thank you for 
once again driving home (in 
your leader, May 31) the lesson of the 
privileged position of British pacifism. 
Previously, I had been discussing 
pacifism with a Continental Jew, and 
this was the note he constantly 
sounded. His assumed premises were 
that there is something almost equivo- 
eal, even hypocritical and unctuous, 
about British pacifists. By recount- 
ing my own efforts continually to 
analyze my position I partially suc- 
ceeded in persuading him that his 
premises were less apriort than he 
had thought. It is therefore good to 
find in the organ of the PPU yet an- 
other clear and forthright acknow- 
ledgment. 

Just after these discussions, I read 
Koestler’s tribute to Richard Hillary 
In “The Yogi and the Commissar.” 
I sat for a long time in meditative 
silence in a like tribute. This man, it 
seems to me, exhibited the essence of 
the positive, as distinct from the 
merely anti-war pacifist attitude, 
although I know he chose violence 
and would very probaly have repu- 
diated any such interpretation. He 
exhibited that core at least in its 
manifestation, as ethical theory and 
moral practice. As Koestler says he 
“died with his mind clean.” 

_ Even to approximate to this is to 
invite agonies of mind—and_heart- 
searching. It is. of course, a time- 
honoured problem in ethics. But we 
British pacifists are so placed by em- 
pirical conditions that the problem 
must be faced, the results of the 
attempt to do so incorporated in the 
articulation of jour principles, and 
pacifism itself given up if it can be 
retained only by internal duplicity. 


2 JOHN HIGHET, MA. 
Balliol College, 


Oxford. 


Nuremberg referendum 


R E the controversy about the trials 

‘at Nuremberg, the only intelli- 
gent and honest opinion I have heard 
is that: 

Every national newspaper in the 
country should have been compelled 
to allow a full page every day for 
twelve months for the free pre- 
sentation of the German cause by 
their own people. Then a referen- 
dum should be held on the desir- 
ability of pursuing the matter 


further. 
S. ESSEX NEAL. 
249 Cottingham Road, Hull. 


Propaganda 


TPHE following paragraph appeared 

in a “ Profile” article on John 
Strachey in the Sunday Observer of 
June 2. After stating that he 
Joined the RAF ‘during the war as 
Public Relations Officer the article 
continues: 

“A critical moment had been reached in 
the develapment of bombing policy. Heavy 
raids on German cities caused heavy civilian 
casualties among German women and 
children. These concentrated fire raids 
might rouse the British public to objection. 
Strachey was put on the air. Hig weekly 
talks gently took the public off the receiv- 
ing end of the hombing attacks, and fixed 
them on the courage of the crews and the 
master plans behind the attacks, Sa the 
outery which Bomber Harris feared never 
came.” 

DONALD H. WHITMORE. 
155 Henrietta Street, 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 


The story of Brigit 


MypAY I crave a little of your space 
~ on behalf of Europe’s starving 
children? Has any Government the 
moral right to refuse to allow an 
individual in this country the oppor- 
tunity of sending out of his or her 
own rations part of that food to save 
a child from starving? 


May I quote from a letter received 
from a German girl whom we met 
whilst on holiday in Bavaria in 1938. 
She and her little girl Brigit aged 5 
years are in the Russian Zone; her 
husband in the British section: 


“T wished never have seen such a 
horrible, dreadful and tremendous 
war. Often I thought about all the 
‘friendly men’ [her reference to the 
Leicester Pacifists.] THEY ARE 
RIGHT. I wished to belong to them. 
My husband too. 

“What do you think? JI have still a bit 
(25 germs.) of the tea you presents me when 
¥ left Rearsby. I preserved it for seven long 
years. When Brigit was born 1 had to drink 
a cup of tea—a cup of ENGLISH tea—with 
that little Brigit came into the world. 

“Often we have only one meal a day and 
little Brigit asked so fervent for a piece of 
bread. But I cannot give her a lot. My heart 
will break by that. But Sunday she will be 
pleased. I get a small piece of horsemeat. 
It wil] be fried and we have potatoes to eat. 
Food parcels (one pound in weight) my husband 
is allowed to send. Food rations are so small 
and tiny. How often I cannot fall asleep by 
hunger.” $ 


Can we sit idle whilst thousands die 
of starvation? For pity’s sake let 
us DEMAND that the Government 
allows us to ease our conscience and 
express our humanity by immediate 
action on behalf of those so badly in 
need. 

A. J, GOWING. 


Newlands, Rearsby, 
Leicestershire. 


WE CAN’T PICK THE BONES 


“ WT ought to mean something to an American that his country 
is asking for no booty. Maybe it is sentimentality. 
it would be good business to strip the countries we occupy, to 
destroy the economy of the people, to move out foodstuffs. 
We have not done it anywhere. 
smarter to take than to give, but it goes against our grain to be 


Children’s 
Pledge 


THER news from Min- 
nesota includes a re- 
port in the Pioneer Press of 
St. Paul of more than 26,000 
children pledging them- 
selves to save food for 
other children throughout the: 
world. Standing solemnly. and 
soberly in classrooms throughout 
the state, in one-roomed _Yural 
buildings or in urban,. public and 
parochial schools, they repeated: 
“I hereby agree that I will 
eat all the food on my plate; 
will take only the bread that I 
can eat; will help to keep our 
garbage pails empty; will ask 
my parents to help prevent 
food waste, and will continue 
to do this until children in other 
countries get sufficient food so 
they may live.” 


SUCCOUR 
UNTO THEM 


MPPHE admission into this country of 

1,000 orphans from concentration 
camps in Europe has now been ap- 
proved by the Home Office. according 
to a statement made by Mr. Chuter 
Ede in the House of Commons last 
week, Of these, about 740 children,. 
all under the age of 16, have already 
arrived under the auspices of the 
Central Office for Refugees or are ex- 
pected here within the next few days. 
The children include Austrian, Be]- 


gian, Czech, Dutch, French, Germay,,. 


Hungarian, Polish, Rumanian, doubt- 
ful nationality, or stateless. 

Schemes for the admission of ap- 
proximately 11,300 children for visits 
of a few months duration have so far 
been approved by the Home Office in 
principle. In this connection some 
200 Austrian children are expected to 
arrive in this country in the late sum- 
mer for a period up to six months. 
The Friends of Austria will be re- 
sponsible for their transport and a 
Reception Committee of the Young 
People from Occupied Countries 
will be arranging the hospitality, 
Arrangements for these will be simi- 
lar to those already carried out for 
the reception of more than a hundred 
Dutch children earlier this year sc 
that no general offers will be 
required. 


World friendship 


Plans for exchange visits between. 
children of Britain.and other couz- 
tries are already under consideration 
by the World Friendship Association. 
The object of: the association is to 
“promote and encourage throughout 
the world the education and instruc- 
tion of communities, peoples and 
persons by international fellowship, 
goodwill, understanding and comrade- 
ship.” ; 

A World Friendship Fund is to be 
set up to help young people who could 
not. otherwise afford the expense of a 
holiday or of studying at a university 
or school in another country and also 
to give relief to young people in need 
or distress, Ae 

A number of ‘interchange visits has 
been arranged for this year and those 
who are interested in their proposals 
for 1947 are advised to write immedi- 
ately for further information and 
conditions of membership to the 
World Friendship Association, 29, 
Portman Square, W.1. 


HOUSMAN’S 


My Life and Thought. 
Albert Schweitzer. 12s. 6d. 


Left Hand, Right Hand. 
Osbert Sitwell. 15s. 


Fascimile Folios of First Texts: 


Edited by Dover Wilson 
—of Shakespeare’s Lear: 
Henry V: As You Like 
It: Coriolanus; Julius 6s. 
Caesar: Winters Tale: each. 


124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.I. 
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WOULD YOU WHIPA DOG 
MY LORD ? 


ORD Faringdon, staunch 
champion of the abolition 

of corporal punishment, gave 
voice to his humanitarian view- 
point in the House of Lords 
again last week when protesting 
against “the excessive use of 
flogging in our dependent terri- 


tories.” : 

“JI do not know if your Lordships 
are aware of the nature of the in- 
strument that is used for the inflic- 
tion of this punishment,’ he said. 
“Tt is a rhimoceros-hide whip . . 
which I am quite certain, all of your 
Lordships would hesitate to use upon 
a dog. 

“What is more, if any of your 
Lordships were found to be inflicting 
upon a dog a whipping such as can 
legally be inflicted upon a member of 
the Sudan Defence Force you would 
(and in my opinion, justly) be prose- 
cuted by the RSPCA.” He main- 
tained that the flogging figures for 
the SDF alone are larger than for the 
rest of the Empire and added: “I 
have heard of VAD’s who asked to be 
transferred out of the SDF wards in 
hospitals because they could not bear 
to have to nurse the victims of this 
abominable treatment.” : 

Lord Faringdon also said that six 
months ago flogging of juveniles was 
re-introduced in Eritrea, where there 
are no juvenile courts. 

He withdrew his motion, however, 


WORDS OF PEACE - No. 174 


The one without the other—social 
mechanics without political principles 
and vice versa—is worse than useless, 
it is harmful. Sometimes concrete 
practical results grow immediately 
out of a discussion of ideas and 
principles. Sometimes an. oppor- 
tunistic, emergency invention, de- 
veloped by a political plumber on the 
spot and without any thought of a 
general rule, gives birth to a new 
philosophy. In politics one must 
either be a dualist or nothing; hence 
the “realist” and the “ idealist” ex- 
clude themselves from political effec- 


tivesness. 
—PETER DRUCKER. 


P.N. Editorship _ 


The PPU General Secretary writes: 
AT the recent PPU AGM _ the 
~™ editor of Peace News expressed 
his desire to relinquish the post to- 
wards the end of this year. An 
appreciation of his services to the 
pacifist movement as editor of Peace 
News will appear later. 

In the meantime a Committee has 
been appointed, consisting both of 
members of PPU National Council 
and of directors of Peace News Ltd., 
to recommend to the Peace News 


directors as to his successor. 

Thia committee will be glad to hear from 
anyone who would like his or her name to be 
considered in this connection. Such corres- 
pondence should be addressed to me at Dick 
Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


following a reply by Viscount Addi- 
son who reminded the House that he 
himself had been “ the victim of this 
chastisement in my early days.” 

In his summing up Viscount Addi- 
son said that the Secretary of State 
is desirous of eliminating and reduc- 
ing this kind of punishment as rapidly 
as possible and the whole question of 
corporal punishment has been _re- 
ferred to the Treatment of Offenders 
Sub-Committee, and they are advis- 
ing the Secretary of State as to any 
further steps which he can possibly 
take in the matter. 


the 


Where flogging is still 


WING to special individual circumstances, it has been 
found necessary in three places, Jamaica, Kenya and 
Trinidad, to make recent alterations which to some extent 
increase corporal punishment. 
in 1945, and in Jamaica in 1942, to meet the serious increase 
of crime which had occurred. 
Trinidad in January, 1946, as a result of the serious outbreak 
of violence there after it had been abolished in 1941. 
Ordinance however, has a limited life of two years only. 
(From Viscount Addison’s statement in the 
House of Lords). 
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law 


In Kenya it was authorised 


A bill was reintroduced in 


This 


POLITICAL STRUCTURE 


A—General Considerations 


Political structure is determined 
by political purpose. We have 
agreed that that purpose should be 
to provide the necessary conditions 
to enable each individual to fulfil 
his proper ends. The State, there- 
fore, can usefully function only in 
so far as it is instrumental in fos- 
tering and developing the good of 
its component parts—persons, fami- 
lies, social groups. 
It is not desirable that the State 
should attempt to direct all de- 
partments of human activity. The 
vitality of a healthy society arises 
from t&e maximum responsibility 
and initiative of the persons and 
groups within it, 
3 By performing their functional 
** activities in their various social 
groupings, citizens will at the same 
time be exercising political func- 
tions and responsibilities and 
thereby creating a true democracy. 
Functional responsibility thus be- 
comes an important basis of politi- 
cal powet. Concentration of 
political power lends to unwieldi- 
ness, impersonal] administration and 
corruption. 


. B—Structure 
The society we envisage conststs 
of a series of free associations 
spontaneously developed for re- 
ligious, cultural, political and econo- 
mic ends. Tihese will exercise a 
limited authority (supported by but 
not derived from the State), in ful- 
filling their purpose, and will ke 
co-ordinated by local, regional and 
national Councils. 
Political power will be exercised 
by the individual in two capaci- 
ties; one as a resident in a locality 
as at present, one in and through 
functional units such as co-opera- 
tive groups, consumers’ councils, 
guilds and other voluntarily asso- 
ciations. Co-ordination of these 
functional bodies will be effected by 
the formation of local, regional and 
national Councils, by election from 
one stage to the next. 
Administrative councils will also be 
created to deal with matters of 
common concern to the citizens as a 
whole, such as health services. 
These councils will be constituted 


> 
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This is the seventh instalment of the draft 
interim report of the International, In- 


dustrial and Social Order Committee of the 
PPU. 

Comment and criticism will be welcomed 
by the committee in preparing the final 
draft, and should be sent to its Secretary, 
Dr. A. K. Jameson, at 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


by representatives from the func- 
tional bodies and also by direct 


election of a proportion of their’ 


membership on a residential quali- 
fication; they will be on a local and 
regional basis. : 

From the regional administrative 
councils and the national] functional 
councils will be elected a National 
Assembly to be responsible for 
foreign affairs, currency, inter- 
national trade and any other activi- 
ties in which the nation as a whole 
is eoncerned. Provision will be 
made fir the election to the regional 
administrative council] and to the 
National Assembly of persons who 
are not necessarily members of 
electing bodies. 

3 In the process of transforming 
* the present political structure 
emphasis should be laid on the im- 
portance of personal and group 
initiative in promoting local ex- 
periments and in developing focal 
communal services, utilising any 
facilities offered either by local 
authorities or by the central govern- 
ment. 

C—Rights and Responsibilities of 
Citizens 

1 In this new social orientation 

: the emphasis will pass from the 
power politics of sectional interests 
to the values of a human and 
functional society. As a result of 
this, political groupings will be 
concerned with alternative methods 
of achieving the common good 
rather than with such conflicting 
sectional interests. It is desirable 
that decisions should be taken as 
far as possible by general consent. 

” We recognize that citizens can- 

~* not act responsibly without 
liberty. The guarantee of mini- 
mum essential rights is to, be found 
in the acceptance of the Declara- 
tion of the Rights of Man (which 
has already been endorsed by the 
PPU). 


PERSONAL 
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3 The protection of the rights of 

“* citizens and the administration 
of justice should be vested in an 
authority free from political in- 
fluence. 

4 We recognise that some amount 
° of coercion will still be neces- 
sary in order to restrain anti-social 
acts. The nature and amount of 
the coercion must, however, be 
kept within the narrowest possible 
limits and its use must be followed 


by curative treatment of the 
offender. 
D We consider that both military 


conscription and industrial com- 
pulsion are infringements of the 
Rights of Man and we believe that 
the reduction of social and economic 
tensions resulting from the society 
we envisage will obviate the neces- 
sity for them. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
pointa of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


Society and the C.O. 


“Society and the Conscientious Objector,” 
by G. A. Sutherland, MA; Part HI. of the 
reply to Prof. G. C. Field’s ‘‘ Pacifism and 
Conscientious Objection”: CBCO.—6d. 


T is a deep satisfaction to find in 
Principal Sutherland a defendant 
so able and just, well-informed and 
understanding, and by these qualities 


to have Prof. Field dealt with so 
masterfully. 
Of basic importance is the shameful dis- 


advantage of appellants compared with the 
elderly tribunalists in the arms‘ of the law, 
their protective years, and the big battalions. 
Unlike Mr. Sutherland, Prof. Field did not 
reveal even a meagre imagination as to this.” 
The Principal also exposes the hollowness 
of the Professor’s anxiety as to the objector 
being favoured if left better off than a private 
in the Army—as if hordes of munition 
workers in dungarees and black coats, were 
not better off than the soldier private. Prof. 
Field’s attempt to draw a parallel between 
a soldier and « burglar is sent flying— 
“Killing, lying, espionage, the chicanery 
of every sort in which war necessarily 
abounds,” says Mr. Sutherland, “ fly in 
the face of the accepted ethical code of every 
civilized country. : Moral standards 
universally acclaimed in time of peace are 
abrogated or even reversed in time of war.” 
The CBCO has done a most necessary duty, 
and Mr. Sutherland is to be specially con- 


gratulated on his part. Everybody should 
have this pamphlet for encouragement and 
reference, 


J. W. RATTRAY, 


EXPERIENCED SHORTHAND - 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per 
word, minimum 2s, 6d, (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd _ pence. 
Maximum Jength: 50 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisementa. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


KEIGHLEY. Anti - conscription 
week. Meetings daily. Come to ILP 
rooms, Russel Street to help. 

LONDON, W.C.1. 8 Endsleigh 
Gardens, discussion lectures every 
Sunday, 7.30 p.m. June 16, ‘Build- 
ing and the People,” Colin Ward, 
Duncan Gilchrist. London Anarchist 
Group. 

STREATHAM COMMON, Sunday, 
June 16. 7 p.m. Patrick Figgis, 
Bernard Taylor. 


_|appointment. 


ACCOMMODATION 


WANTED BY CO returning from 
N.S... unfurnished house’ or- flat 
within 8 miles Charing X. Careful 
tenant.: Phone Seal 341 or write 
Jacabs, Cleves, Kemsing, Kent. 

WOULD ANY Pacifists Bourne- 
mouth or Swanage area let  bed- 
sitting or bedroom to male C.O. 
Breakfast if possible. Willing to help 
with house. indoor or out. Highest 


refs. Box 412. 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW FOREST. Guest House, 
Godshill, Fordingbridge, vacancies, 
suit family, river bathing, paddling 
creck, riding, tennis. 


FLAMING JUNE at 
House, Slapton, Kingsbridge. 
station Dartmouth. Tel. 
Fleming 9). 8.a.e. for partics. 


FACING SEA, vegetarian, holiday 
centre, ‘‘ Innisfree,” St. Mary’s Bay, 
Ashford, Kent. 


Gara Mill 
Arrival 


Stoke 


SEA, SUN and_ sand. Poets’ 
village. Lovely bathing. Orchard. 
Garden. Small, quiet Guest House. 
Aug./Sept. only. Terms:—6/7 gns. 


p.w. Codex, Kengall’a Library, Main 
Road, Felpham, Bognor Regis, Sussex. 
(Middleton—577). 


BIGBURY-ON-SEA, SS. Devon. 
Merriville Bungalow, Vegetarian 
Guest Hse., excellent facilities for 
children and adults—some vacancies. 
Write Proprietor. 


RUSHMERE GUEST Hee.. Selsey, 
200 yds. from sea, comfortable homely, 
terms mod., early booking avoid dis- 
Brochure Victor Smith 
(Manager Stephen Stoner & Co., 
Ltd.). Tel.: Selsey 212. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate: Tel. 
Ambergate 44). : 


TWO UNFURNISHED rooms, use 
bath, kitchen, available S.W. Lon- 
don. Box 416. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


EDUCATIONAL 
SPEAKING AND WRITING 


leasons (correspndnee. or viait) 65s., 
classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, 


B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, 
N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 
LAND WANTED. 
SEASIDE WOODLAND, rough, 


pasture, or smallholding, wanted for 
eash. J. Evans, ‘‘Toll-house,”’ Head- 
brook, Kington, Herefordshire. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


BOOTS. SHOES, hese, slippers, 
good stocks. Let me quote you free 
of charge for anything you requ. 
from baby’s first size to women’s 
sevens, men’s elevens. Ladies’, gentle- 
men’s reliable walking shoes special- 
ity. Dempsey, Shoe man, Rothwell, 
Northants. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International 
wd. welcome gifts of foreign 
stamps for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts 
received with gratitude. Pl. send to 
the War Resisterra’ International, 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield. 


LITERATURE, &e. 
SCRIPTURAL PACIFIST booklets 


lid. ea. or 1s. doz. poat free from 

Claude Hawes, Low Street, Hoxne, 

Diss. Norfolk. 
QUAKERISM. 


Information and 


, Literature respecting the Faith and 


Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 


Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


LF.L. OFFERS Youth Friendship 
Travel Switzerland. Parties lenve 
London every weekend. About £16 
all-in. Also France and Holland. 
Write Internationa} Friendship 
League, 33 Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


CONTACT CLUB. Congenia] pen 
friendships for all. Partice., stp., 
Sec., P.N. 19 Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, 
Cardiff. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


THE POST of Gen. Secretary of 
PPU becomes vacant on August Ist. 
For parties. write to Chairman, PPU, 
Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, W.C.1. 


COMMERCIAL FREE lance Artists 
required, but only those with tip-top 
experience need apply. Please submit 
specimens of work, which will be re- 
turned after inspection. Box 415. 


QUALIFIED MEDICAL assistant 


wanted. Please apply to Dr. Thomas, 
St. Clare, Garth Villas, Merthyr 
Ll. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


PROGRESSIVE EMPLOYMENT 
required by Auctioneer’s Clerk (now 
released), 4 years office, 6 years milk- 
ing, dairying. Experienced and 
educated. Own car, and typewriter. 
J. Evans, ‘‘ Toll-house,’’ Headbrook, 
Kington, Herefordshire. 


SEASIDE EMPLOYMENT and 
accommodation required by ex- 
perienced driver, horse, car, delivery, 
etc. Thoroughly trained in all office 
work before being directed to agri- 
culture, Consider any position. 


Box 414. 


TYPIST requs. evening work. Totten- 
ham er Hackney or nearby preferred. 
Enquire Wells, 197 Park Lane, N.17. 


FIRST-CLASS typewriting, dupli- 


cating, etc. Mabel Eyles, 2 Aberdeen 
Park, N.5. 


FOUNTAIN PENS repaired prompt- 
ly and cheaply. Unwanted pens and 
parts bought. Weir, 49 Ravel Row, 
Glasgow, E.1. 


GOOD PRINTING of every des- 
cription. Send stp. for quotation and 
specimens. Leighton Dingley & Co., 
70 Brackley Sq., Woodford Green. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A WORD to the ailing. Do not 
despair. Start today Send for two 
20-page booklets of encouraging life- 
conserving information about Garlic, 
which comes nearer to a universal 
remedy than any thing given by 
Nature for the use of man. Send 
stamps 6d. to A}lysol Company, Fair- 
light, Sussex. 


ACCOUNTANT C.0. writes up 
traders bks.; attends to all Income 
Tax matters; company formation; 
audits and costing. Provincial clienta 
visited without obligation. Box 96. 


Peace News is open for the ex- 
pression of all points of view relevant 
to pacifism. Articles in it, whether 
signed or unsigned, do not necessarily 
represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the 
weekly organ. Nor does the accept- 
ance of advertisements imply any 
endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 
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Foreign Ministers’ last chance 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


accord. But Mr. Bevin has. inherited 
the disastrous three years of half- 
baked appeasement .with which his 
predecessors sought to placate the 
Soviet Union, and his task has been 
made immeasurably harder by it. As 
Mr. Michael Foot put it, in a notable 
contribution to the debate: 

“It is no good Mr. Churchill coming to this 
House, or in his speech on the other side of 
the Atlantic, trying to abandon responsibility 
for this policy of Potsdam, because it was a 
policy prepared by him more than by any 
other single individual in this country. .. . 
It is no good demanding a more positive palicy 
regarding the British zone, and then kicking 
up a tremendous how! because we happened 
to have made suggestions for feeding the 
British zone in Germany.” 


It tis a classic piece of effrontery far 
Mr. Churchill to join in the now 
general denunciation of “the folly of 
Potsdam.” It will be recalled that 
most of that conference was over 
when the British election results were 
announced, and Mr, Attlee and Mr. 
Bevin taok over, so to speak, the butt- 
ends of the cigars. 


Bound Head and Foot 


rP.HOSE who are fascinated by such 

symbolism might turn to the 
double-act, played in anatomical 
order, by Mr. Foot and Gen. Head, 
the recent two-man delegation to Iran. 
They put the Radical Democrat and the 
Tory Democrat attitude in succession 
last week. Side by side they demon- 
strate the underlying principles which 
‘are common to the British political 
tradition and the points at which 
Russian policy now affronts them. 
And one can put beside both the inter- 
ruption by Mr. Sollev, one of the Com- 
‘munist fellow-travellers, which states 
Tucidly the assumption which cuts 
right across those principles: 

“Would he (Mr. Foot) tell the House to 
what extent the workers and peasants of 
Persia are benefiting or otherwise through the 
intervention of the Soviet Union, which I 


suggest is tMe only test of the problem?” 
(Observer’s emphasis). 


Beyond question Mr. Bevin has done 
more than half a dozen of his prede- 
cessors to restore some principle and 
vision to British Foreign Policy. But 


Are you getting PPU Journal each 


month? ,No. 3 ig now out. Get it 
from PN, PPU or Housmans. 


~. 


DRAW 
PAINT 
CAN YOU wove 
KNIT 
WEAVE 
H (and that’s not all!) 
IF SO, send s.a.e. to 
PPU LONDON AREA 


6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
For details of their 


ARTS & CRAFTS 
EXHIBITION 


In Appreciation 

——= of his life and work —{| 

ARTHUR PONSONBY 
MEETING 


will be held at 


FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON 


(Small Meeting House) 


Fri., June 21, at 7 p.m. 


| 


Those taking part: 
THE BISHOP OF 
BIRMINGHAM 
SIR CHARLES TREVELYAN 
LORD DARNLEY 
RICHARD WARD 


Chairman: Stuart Morris 


Admission by ticket, 1s. Apply 
to Gen. Sec., PPU, 6 Endsleigh 
-S., VC. SSS" 


all this must be wasted ion Mr. Solley: 
it is a language He does not under- 
stand. Who could say, for instance, 
that British policy in India or Egypt 
will, in the short run, “benefit or 
otherwise’ the native peoples? But 
it is right policy—and ohe which 
deserves success, even if it cannot 
command it. 


Almost clean hands 
Q)NE feels that Great Britain goes 
to the conference table with 
99 per cent, clean. But one wishes 
that the other one per cent. could be 
cleansed also. The South Tyrol de- 
cision is a blot on the “ethnic line” 
argument in Venezia Giulia. And 
the ca’canny over Spain, intelligible 
ag it is, does much harm to our pres- 
tige on the Continent. i é 

Yet these are essentially minor 
blots. They are not even good propa- 
ganda material for Moscow Radio, 
which gets along quite nicely by_abus- 
ing those policies—in India, Egypt 
and Palestine—which seems to us 
most praiseworthy. There is, in fact, 
little more that can be done in con- 
cert with the Russians if the joint 
proposals for a Federal Germany are 
nejected. As the, Manchester Guar- 
dian put it: 

“It is idle to pretend that the word does 
not lie with Russia and that it is not for 
Russia to break the deadlock. The British 
and American lines are parallel. If Mr. 
Bevin’s speech be read along with Mr. Byrne’s 
it will not be found to diverge at any material 
point. This in itself is considered ground of 
offence in Moscow. Mr. Molotov treats it as 
a ‘block’ through which the two Western 
Powers attempt ‘to impose their will upon 
the Soviet Union’ and try to ‘frustrate’ its 
“most legitimate wishes.” Mr. Bevin'’s narra- 
tion is sufficient exposure of the fantastic 
national egoism of this allegation. The points 
on which conflict is sharpest and most. obstinate 
are those in which the Soviet Union is making 


claims which, when not ca}lously . selfish, 
are monstrously unjust and injurious to 
general European recovery.’ (June 5). 


Fruits of Potsdam 
AP EANWHILE the tragedy of Ger- 
a 


many moves toa climax. Ac- 
cording to the Observer, June 9, the 
Potsdam: decision about the destruc- 
tion of German mercantile marine is 
still being carried through with 
literal precision. Not only have the 
Blohm and Voss yards in Hamburg 
been dismantled, but even_ fishing 
cutters 28 at Travemuende — aré 
blown up, despite energetic protests 


by Germans jin ,all parties, shop 
stewards and Municipalities. This is 


worse than senseless when the catch 
from these boats could be easing the 
food situation. To quote Mr. Foot 
once more: “ We will never carry out 
any policy in Germany on a ration of 
1,000 calories ia day.” 

The grim episode dubbed, by a mis- 
placed whimsy, “ Operation Swallow ” 
continues. Some 400,000 of the esti- 
mated 1.500,000 Germans from the 


East have already been received into 


the British zone, and the daily 
arrivals of tens of thousands by 
cattle-truck—‘“ still mainly women, 


children, and old people,’ the Ob- 
server diplomatic correspondent says 
—is creating insoluble problems in an 
already overcrowded zone, 

What tis worse is the report, con- 
firmed by the Swedish Red Cross, that 
their fertile homelands are not in fact 
being taken over for tilling by the 
Poles (or_in East Prussia the Rus- 
sians). Large stretches are said to 
be totally unpopulated, the villages 
intact but desolate, and one of 
Europe’s best grain-belts out of pro- 
duction at a time of famine. Another 
triumph for Potsdam. 


The moral of “‘victory”’ 
AGAINST this background it is 


hard indeed to write soberly of 
Britain’s “Victory celebrations.” 
Perhaps the least devressing aspect of 
dit is the sobriety which informed most 
of the press comments. Nobody nre- 
tends that there is anything positive 
to “celebrate.” Thanksgiving 
for Deliverance wou'd be nearer the 
general attitude. Yet that is far 
from the attitude of the crowds. 
Such suburban «and _ provinciat 
papers as I have seen are on the side 
of the angels. Consider for instance 
the conclusion of my own Iscal paper, 
which is (in the Rooseveltian phrase) 
“slightly left of centre”: 
The best way to observe V-Day will he for 
us all to resolve that never again will we 


tolerate the sort of politics that can Innd the 
werld in such a mess. 

Mr. Ivor Brown in the Observer 
puts inta more grand (and still rather 
general) terms something of the same 
moral: 

If we lose now the stride of onr war-time 
vurpose, if we refuse to be political—our word 
idiot, be it remembered. was the Greek for 
private person, an isolationist. a non-volitical 
man-—if we do not plod on with our building 
of a new order, then the rockets (word of 
emen) were but a skv-flung mockery and the 
cheers but a rattle of the trivial mood. 


i 


“* Indecent haste” of 
C.O.s’ return 


¥ THEN a recommendation to re- 


move all restrictions on the 
re-employment or appointment of 
conscientious objectors was placed 


befiore Middlesex County Council 
last week, Col. A. H. Farley ex- 
pressed “concern at the indecent 


haste of the return of all privileges 


to these people.” 

He agreed that the objectors should be 
taken back into the service, but not until all 
the men and women in the Forces had 
returned. 

So that his protest might be recorded he 
asked that the names of those who joined 
him in voting against the recommendation 
should be listed. A minority of 30 did so. 


ee 


FLASHES FROM EUROPE 


EUROPE: At present there are 53 voalun- 
teers of the IVSP on service abroad. In some 
instances British . volunteers are working 
together with French and Swiss nationals and 
German P.o.W. 

GERMANY: Relief workers with UNRRA 
have discovered that the Nazis, during their 
war-time dictatorship permitted Rudolf Cohen, 
a Jewish Quaker in Munich, to carry on relief 
work for Allied war prisoners when it was 
demonstrated that similar work was going on 
in countries fighting against the Axis. (World- 


over Press.) 
SCANDINAVIA: As part of a £1,250,000 
to Scandinavia more 


programme of US aid 

than 65,000 Finnish children will get half a 
pint of milk a day for three months, and 
20,000 Norwegian children the same quantity 


for four months. (Reuter message from 
Washington.) 
DENMARK: Churchmen, professors and 


leaders of relief, resistance and peace organi- 
zations have supported an address to their 
government declaring that it ‘is Denmark’‘s 
duty to help the starving in Europe. Cuts in 
rations of meat, eggs and dairy products are 
proposed. (Worldover Press.) 


France rebuffs Communists 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


hold they increased their seats from 
two to seven. For the first time since 
Liberation the influence of the Com- 
munists over the capital was chal- 
lenged. i ; 
Communist-Socialist or MRP-Right 
wing alliances would now he equally 
precariously balanced. It is very un- 
likely that the pre-election arrange- 
ment of Communist-Socialist-MRP 
could continue without disturbance. 
Whatever government takes power will be 
judged by its success in providing cheaper and 
more abundant food for the French people. 
In this field the centre groups have the hest 
chance, for they will be more likely to gain 
assistance from America, in order to prevent 
any increase in Russian influence. French 
foreign policy, in fact, is likely to swing away 
from Russia and towards England = and 
America, The French elections may thus 


cause an important alteration in the European 
balance of power. 


An attempt at a coup d’état by the 
Communists is now less likely. It 
would lead to the re-appearance of de 
Gaulle as national saviour. The 
army remains predominantly Gaulltist, 
and the police, who have successfully 
preserved their positions under every 
shift of government since 1939, would 
support the more powerful side which 
now appears to be the anti-Com- 
munists. 

One important group remains to be 
considered—the abstentionists. In a 
country like France, where political 
interest runs high, to abstain from 
voting often shows disapproval of all 
parties, and it is significant that even 
in this election 15 per cent. of the 
electorate did not vote. 

G.W. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 
CHANGES 


HOLLOWAY & ISLINGTON—Individual 
Adviser now: Sidney Billson, 33 Compton 
Road, London, N.1. 

POPLAR—Michael Pelham now at: 26 
Suzannah Street, London, E.14. 

KINGSBURY & HENDON Ernest Flint. 
now at: 50a Highfield Avenue, Kingsbury, 
London, N.W.9. 

N.E. LONDON DISTRICT—Secretary now: 
Mary Rich, 43 Endlebury Road, North Ching- 
ford, E.4. (Tel.: SiLverthorn 1625.) 

WALTHAMSTOW—Gen. Sec.: Mary Rich. 
as above. 

WALTHAMSTOW, Employment Sec.---Rer- 
tram Harrison, 32 Richmond Road, Leyton- 
stone, E.11. 

W. SURREY DISTRICT—Delete Secretary. 

GUILDFORD — Individual Adviser now 
Herbert Rowntree. The Bungalow, Worples- 
don, nr. Guildford, Surrey, (Tel.: Worples- 
don 173.) 

LYMINGTON —James_ Walker, now at: 
HWAEC Hostel. Dock House, Beaulieu, Hants. 

SWINDON—Individual Adviser: Jack Rich- 


ards. 1 Little Avenue. Swindon. 


TRURO—Individual Adviser now: Albert 
Marshz!1. Riverside House, Devoran, ‘Truro, 
Cornwall. “ 

LICHFIELD (STAFFS)—Individual Advi- 


ser: Reginald Tracker, 125 Maney Hill Road, 
Sutton Coldfield. 
BRACKLEY—Individual Adviser: Miss R. 
Bence. Glebe House. Bracklev. Northants. 
CENTRAL LONDON DISTRICT—Secretary 
now: Len Kottnitz. 13 Charnock Road, E.5. 
(Tel : AMHurst 4927). ’ 
CENTRAL LONDON—Individual Adviser: 
L. H. Watson. 90 Elmo Street, N.1. 
LONDON & S.E. REGIONAL BOARD— 
Regional Secretary (Acting): Victor Jd. 
Burch, 86 Portland Road, Bromley, Kent. 


Published from 38 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4. by ‘Peace News” Ltd. Printed bv 
Clifford Printing Co. (T.U.), Lendon, N.16. 


——BELSEN—— 
AND THE RUHR 


( yr “our responsibility for see- 

ing that the population im 
our zone of Germany is fed,” 
Lord Ammon told the Lords 
recently: 

Rations are extremely meagre 
—so meagre that among Ger- 
mans held by us in prisoner-of- 
war camps and fed only on them, 
hunger oedema appeared to an 
alarming extent. 

IF WE FAILED TO MAIN- 


TAIN THIS: MEAGRE LEVEL 
OF RATIONS, WE SHOULD 
BE TURNING THE RUHR 


INTO ANOTHER BELSEN. I 
DOUBT IF THERE IS ANYONE 
IN THIS COUNTRY, HOW- 
EVER STRONGLY HE CON- 
DEMNS THE GERMANS, WHO 
WOULD WISH TO IMITATE 
THE BEAST OF BELSEN. 
Not only are we morally bound 
to keep these Germans fed: there 
ix also the legal obligation resting 
on us under international law to 
ensure the feeding of people 
whose countries we are occupying 
as an act of war. We con- 
demned .the Germans for their 
breach of that law when they 
were occupying Greece, and left 
the Greeks to starve. We cannot 
be guilty of a similar illegality. 


OCCASION DEFERRED - FOR 
PEACE 


A “deferred ’’ Golden Wedding was cele- 
brated recently by Mr. E. V. Rogers, of West 
Ealing, a PN regional distributor who is 
responsible for a large area of West London. 
Mr. and Mrs. Rogers were married in 1892, 
but they awaited the return of peace so that 
more of their friends could be with them to 
mark the occasion. 


HUMPHREY S. MOORE 


Humphrey Moore informs us that the 
announcement in last week's issue about his 
future appointment was a little premature, 
and should read ‘‘ next month he is hoping to 
take up a post in Vienta.” 


Ambulance Unit 


Friends 


POST-WAR SERVICE 


provides socially constructive 
service for Christian pacifists. 
Write now for details of the 


August Training Camp 
4 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 


“THE FARMER” 


The Journal of Natural Farming 
and Living 
The new illustrated Quarterly 


Summer number, now ready, 
includes: Sir Albert Howard on 
Agricultural Research; “Farm- 
ing from Scratch” by a Miner. 
“Animal Diseases —a_ new 
approach”; “Humus -—— and The 
Farmer”; ‘Farmers’ Brains 
Trust”; “Natural Beekeeping”; 
“Natural Treatment for 
Distemper”; Dr. Pink on Fevers; 
Dr. Oldfield on Happy Living. 


Produced and Edited 
farm. 


on the 


Annual Subscription 5s. 
from 
NEWMAN TURNER 
Goosegreen Farm, Sutton Mallett, 
Bridgwater, Somerset 


HOLIDAYS 


GUARANTEE 


That your first post-war holiday 
will be all you can desire 


IF 
you book through jus 
Jersey — from £ 9 2s. 
Switzerland — Pe eR 
France — 4, £23 
Inclusive of Travel—Hotel 
accommodation. 


For further particulars write: 


HOLMES & HUELIN 


Horns Road, Barkingside, 
Ilford, Essex. 
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